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Third Sunday of Advent 
Fr. Tom Little  -  91-31559 

Fr Tommy Dillon  - 91-64882 

Sr. Joan Pierse  91-42565 

Emergency Priest on Duty  

087 2588118 

Askea Parish Community 

Centre Phone 91-42565 

087 1269709 

Last week’s Collections: 

Development: €1,610 

Offertory: €1,325 

Mass Times:  

Askea 9.30am Mon-Fri;  

Sat 7pm; Sun 9am, 10.30am  

& 12 Noon.   

Bennekerry Sun 11.30am; 

Tinryland Tues 9.30am &  

Sunday 10am 

************ 

Deadline for items for 

Newsletter is 5pm on Wednesday 

by phone to 9142565 or email to 

office@askeaparish.ie 

Website: www.askeaparish.ie 

 A reed in the wind 
John the Baptist was no reed 
swaying in the wind. 
A reed swaying in the wind is a 
symbol of those who are easily 
influenced, who go along with 
whatever is popular, and who have 
no convictions of their own.   
But the humble reed can teach us 
something.  The fact that it is light 
means that it is at the mercy of 
every wind that blows.   
But it has great strength too.   
The greatest storm cannot uproot 
it.  Even when giant oaks come 
crashing down, the slender reed 
still stands secure.   
Lord, teach us that there is strength 
in weakness and suppleness, and 
give us the wisdom to know when 
to bend and when to stand firm.  

Flor McCarthy SDB 

 
 



 

 
 
 

St Mary’s Parish, Bennekerry 
Sunday 15th December 2019 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 19 

Most of us can remember the fairy tales such 

a Snow-White, The Three Little Pigs, Tom Thumb 

etc.  These are magical stories just as the Christmas 

Story is and as Santa Claus is magical.  Now let’s 

understand the story of Christmas more realistically, 

because it is real now.  This is the time of the Winter 

Solstice, the shortest day of the year and the word 

Christmas means light coming back.  Our days are 

getting longer…and perhaps we could join with this 

happening, in allowing the Christ Light in ourselves 

to become brighter and let it shine out through us.  

Each person in the world is like a lighted candle and 

the whole of humanity in its oneness can be as 

radiant as the sun. 

Now realise the Good news of Christmas 

I am the light of the World. 

You are the light of the world. 

Christ is the light of the World. 

 

   



St Mary’s Parish, Bennekerry 

Fr Tom Little PP – Ph 059 9131559. Fr Tommy Dillon PE 0599142565   

Newsletter Items – 059 9143881. Deadline for News items: - 9pm 

Wednesdays Emergency Number for the Priest on Duty 087 2588118. 
Parish Office – 059 9142565 087 – 1269709. 

Website: www.askeaparish.ie; email: office@askeaparish.ie 
 

Anniversaries 15th December 2019 
 
 

 

Collections last weekend:   

Development: €405     Offertory €415 
 

Palatine GAA Club Lotto Results 9th December 2019.  

Numbers Drawn 10, 21, 23, & 30.  No Jackpot winner.     

4 Lucky Dips €50 each.   

Winner    Promoter 

Brian Sheehan   Jackie Ryan 

Snack Box   John Kelly, Bennekerry 

Cameron Lennon  Kevin O’Hagan 

Tara Mulhall   Killian Fitzharris 

Seller’s Prize €70 – Bernie Bolger 

Next Draw Monday 16th December 2019. Jackpot €10,400 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

The most precious gifts you can give your loved 

ones for Christmas are loving words and deeds, 

compassion, forgiveness, appreciation, 

understanding, acceptance. 
 

 



Kildare & Leighlin Weekly Lotto Results 
For Wed 11

th
 December 2019. Numbers drawn were 3, 5, 11 & 20.   

No Jackpot winner.  48 Match 3s won €21  each.  Askea / 
Bennekerry had 48 NO Match 3s. 
Winner                    Promoter   
Ground Hog  Olivia Alysbury 
John Fitzgerald  William Fitzgerald 
Jimmy Fenlon  Askea Parish Centre 
Golden People  Norah c/o Askea Parish Centre 

Next week’s Jackpot €12,000.  Tickets €2 each – available from 
Askea Parish Centre.  Please note the draw takes place on Wed at 
4.30pm in Portlaoise.  Tickets must be returned by 5pm each 
Tuesday to Askea Parish Centre. 
Christmas and New Year Lotto Arrangements: 
Wednesday 18

th
 December final lotto draw of 2019.  First draw of 

2020 will take place on Wednesday 8
th

 January 2020. 
 
 

Whisperings of my Soul  
Fr Seán’s book Whisperings of my Soul is available to buy in Askea Parish 
Community Centre or in the Church after Mass – price €15. 
 

Carlow Rainbows Group offer a nine session Peer Support 

Programme for children aged from 7 to 13 years of age who have 

experienced loss through the death of a close relative or the separation of 

their parents.  These Programmes are run separately, are free to 

participants and will commence in January 2020.  If you are interested 

please contact Anne on 087 6636 499 or Norah on 087 1269 709.  In 

addition we are now also offering similar programmes for teenagers aged 

from 13 to 16 years. 

 
Meditation for Advent: Carlow Meditation Group meets every Thursday 
from 7:30pm to 8:30pm in Carlow Day Care Centre, Askea to practice 
meditation in the Christian tradition.  Advent is about preparing for 
Christmas and what better way to prepare than meditation which strives to 
give birth to Christ anew in our hearts. Just come along any Thursday 
evening - no experience or booking necessary and free of charge. Or 
contact Noel on 087 2251183 to find out more. 



Christmas Food Appeal Carlow Lions Club with the Society of St 

Vincent de Paul (SVP) will be collecting non-perishable food at 
Dunnes, Raths, Supervalue and Tesco on Thursday 19

th
, Friday 20

th
 

and Saturday 21
st

 December.  Donations of cash are most welcome 
which helps us to purchase perishable goods such as chicken and 
bacon.  The hampers are distributed through the SVP network to 
those who need it most.  Please give generously and if you can 
volunteer to help.  Please contact John at 087 2886310. 
 

Christmas is for everyone.  “There is enough for everyone’s need but 

not for everyone greed”.  This Christmas think before you buy!  When 

you’re shopping for Christmas this year please remember to consider 

where the items you buy come from and who has been involved in making 

them.  Choose Fairtrade items if you can e.g. selection boxes, chocolate, 

tea, coffee, hot chocolate, etc.   The people who produce these items get a 

fair price for them, which enables them to have a reasonable standard of 

living.  Please also think about making an ecofriendly  choice i.e. minimum 

amount of wrapping, avoiding plastics and synthetics  items; also  shopping 

locally.  Did you know that shiny coated wrapping paper cannot be 

recycled.  These choices help reduces your carbon footprint.  If you are 

struggling to find the ideal gift for a friend or relative, the person ‘who has 

everything’ or even ‘doesn’t want for much’ get the perfect gift in the form 

of a Charity Voucher.  These can be bought from Bóthar, Concern, Trócaire, 

Gorta, Eco shops, etc. You can order a voucher by telephone or on line and 

you will have it in the post within a few days. Remember ‘it is in giving that 

you receive’. 

Carlow Voices Christmas concert Remembering Decembers at 4.30pm on 
Sun 15th December in St Mary’s Church, Haymarket, Carlow.  Under the 
direction of Mary Amond O’Brien, the choir has put together a wonderful 
repertoire for this concert, featuring festive classics such as Oh Holy Night 
and Silent Night, to the nostalgic Remembering Decembers along with the 
uplifting Sussex Carol.  Adm€12, €10 concession while children are free of 
charge. Tickets available from any choir member or call 085 7352791 
 

Rosary and Divine Mercy every Sunday at 3pm at the Statue of Our 
Lady, Killeshin.  All welcome. 



Beautiful quality Christmas cards are now on sale in Bethany House 

Alzheimer Day Care Centre Barrack Street Carlow Pack of 10 cards €8.50 
call into Bethany House 9.30am - 4.30pm Mon-Fri or ring Susan Moira or 
Caroline 0599134736 0879126555 Your continued support is greatly 
appreciated. Thank you 
 
Christmas Trees, Wreaths and Reindeers for sale.  Hampers made to order 
– just ring Vonnie 086 3629516 or call to 3 The Croughan, Springhill, 
Carlow.  Eircode $93PV05.  Any order small or large gratefully appreciated. 

Graiguecullen Monster Christmas Bingo.  Sunday 15th December 2019 @ 

3pm.  Great prizes to be won. Chocolates left and right of the winner.  In house Lotto 
Draw for 2 Turkeys, 2 Hams & 3 books.  Bring a friend. 
 

Éist Cancer Support Centre will close for Christmas holidays on Friday 

20th December at 1pm and reopen on Thursday 2nd January 2020 at 9 am. 
 

Tinryland parish magazine “Reaching Out 2019” The 24th annual 
Tinryland parish magazine “Reaching Out” is available from this weekend 
15th December and includes many contributions which should prove a nice 
enjoyable read over the Christmas holiday period. The magazine is 
available at Hosey’s Staplestown Road, Rath’s Londis Superstore Pollerton, 
Tinryland Church, Tinryland G.F.C., Tinryland N.S. and from the editor 
Maureen Byrne.  
 

Chess Sessions for Junior players every Tuesday in Askea Parish Centre 

at 6.45pm for one hour and will continue throughout the Autumn and 
Winter.  Beginners will be very welcome. 
 

Graiguecullen Monster Christmas Bingo. In St. Fiacc’s Hall, Graiguecullen. 
Sunday 15th December 2019 @ 3pm.  Over €9000 in cash prizes to be won. 
Chocolates left and right of the winner.  In House Lotto draw for 2 Turkeys, 
2 Hams & 3 books. 
 

Lost:  Precious Engagement Ring.  Good Reward offered.  Contact 087 

2182550. 
 

For Sale:  Grave Accessories – Flower pots, flower vases, Lanterns etc.  
Polished granite.  Top Quality.  Contact 087 9027278. 

 



CALENDAR 

Wednesday 18
th
:-St Flannin lived in the 7

th
 

century and was the son of the King of 

Thomond.  He entered Molua’s monastery at 

Killaloe and later became abbot there.  He is 

remembered as a great preacher. 

Friday 20
th
:-St Fachanan although little is 

known with certainty about Fachanan, a strong 

tradition from early times links him with 

Kilfenora and records that he founded a church 

or monastery there in the 6
th

 century.  He is 

venerated as the patron of the diocese of 

kilfenora, now part of Galway. 

Saturday - 21
st
:-St Peter Canisius, 1521-1597, 

was born in Holland.  He intended to become a 

lawyer but joined the Jesuits.  Through courtesy 

and learning he promoted the Catholic revival 

after the Council of Trent.  His greatest work 

was a catechism of 211 Questions & Answers, 

published in 1555. 

 



The True Meaning of Christmas 

Once again it's Christmas Time,  

time for us to be,  

Busy wrapping presents  

and setting up the tree.  

It seems we have so many things,  

to think of and to do,  

We may forget that Christmas,  

has a deeper meaning too.  

A meaning that goes far beyond,  

the things the eye can see,  

Such as Holly wreaths, Mistletoe,  

and Gifts beneath the tree.  

For these are only Symbols,  

of what happened Christmas morn,  

When in a little manger,  

God's only Son was born.  

God put Him here upon this Earth,  

with one idea in mind.  

and love in all Mankind.  

So even though we're busy,  

and have many things to do,  

Let's not forget that Christmas,  

has a deeper Meaning too.  
  Eugene W. Miller 



 

A reed in the wind 
John the Baptist was no reed swaying in 
the wind. 
A reed swaying in the wind is a symbol of 
those who are easily influenced, who go 
along with whatever is popular, and who 
have no convictions of their own.   
But the humble reed can teach us 
something.  The fact that it is light means 
that it is at the mercy of every wind that 
blows.   
But it has great strength too.   
The greatest storm cannot uproot it.  Even 
when giant oaks come crashing down, the 
slender reed still stands secure.   
Lord, teach us that there is strength in 
weakness and suppleness, and give us the 
wisdom to know when to bend and when 
to stand firm.  

Flor McCarthy SDB 

 

 


